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of describing 
the world. For Rushdie, description is itself a political act and 

Salman 
Rushdie believes that the function fwriting is to find new ways 

Jescribing 
the world is the necessary first step towards changing it. As a 

Rushdie's conception of art and politics. Rushdie believes that works of art 
contemporary 

piece fliterature, the novel Midnight's Children (1981) explores 

cannot be separated from politics and history because they do not exist in a 

SOcio-political vacuum. 

Midnight's Children is an acclaimed historiographic metafiction. The novel 

reflects the history of the Indian sub-continent that runs parallel to the story of 

Saleem Sinai's life. Midnight's Children incorporates parody to comment upon 

the historically real and highly charged political situation of the 1975 Emergency. 

The novel becomes political not by engaging directly in political issue but by 

SIng parody as a vital agency to describe the period in Indian history where the 

Ci0-cultural scenario is controlled by the apparatus of power. 

Kushdie's politicized artwork in Midnight's Children can be read with 

d concept of parody. Mikhail Bakhtin, the Russian critic and 

Pt of the twentieth century considers parody as a significant artisue 

philosor 

say, 
C From the Frehistory of Novelistic Discourse' Bakhtin views parody as a CUe the serious and authoritative discourses of the world. In tne 

powerful mechanism t 
USn to mock the officialdom and the sacred, the parodia sacra 
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